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Dear Sir: 

Applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to make the present application special in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d) and to advance the present application for examination 
based on the invention's contribution to the treatment of cancer. 

The present invention relates to dendritic cell/tumor cell hybrids which are capable of 
inducing an anti-tumor response in vivo when administered to a cancer patient in need of 
treatment. Cells isolated or derived from the specific tumor against which an immune response 
is needed are fused with dendritic cells or dendritic-like cells, thus producing a dendritic 
cell/tumor cell hybrid. Several embodiments of these hybrids are summarized in pages 28-30. 
The hybrids exhibit characteristics of both the dendritic cell and the tumor cell, thus the hybrid 
will illicit an immune response, either in vivo or in vitro, against the tumor fusion partner. The 
immune response contributes to the rejection of the residual tumor in the patient, when the 
hybrids are administered in vivo. For induction of an anti-tumor response in vitro the hybrid cells 
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are cultured with the immune cells of the patient and the activated cells are administered to the 



indicate that the therapy may provide long-term tumor protection in cancer patients. Cancer 
therapy based on the elimination of tumor cells in vivo by the immune system offers several 
advantages including antigen specificity, lack of toxicity, ubiquity, and immunological memory 
which may provide long term resistance. The present application shows that somatic hybrid cells 
formed from the fusion of tumor cells and dendritic cells have the unexpected capacity to provide 
both antigenic and costimulatory signals to T-cells and to induce specific protection against the 
established parental tumor. 

The invention provides a means of cancer treatment which has significant advantages 
over other cancer treatments and may provide an effective and long-lasting anti-tumor response 
in vivo. Therefore, Applicants are entitled to have this petition granted. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d), Applicants file herewith the fee set forth by 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17(h). 



patient. 



The results of in vivo treatment in mice as seen on page 60, line 10, of the specification 



Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
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